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Grant-making policy

1. About this policy

1.1 This policy applies to The Oli Leigh Trust, a charity registered in England and Wales (number 1188968).
1.2 The objects of the Trust are to advance such charitable purposes for the public benefit in England and Wales as the trustees see fit from time to time, in particular, but not limited to, the reduction in suicide rates among young people, by making grants to other charities and not for profit organisations who work for the public benefit in the area of suicide prevention.
1.3 The Trust is governed by the trustees who have a duty to apply the Trust’s assets to advance the objects.
1.4 The trustees have ultimate responsibility for all grant-making decisions.

2. Our funding priorities

2.1 The trustees current funding priorities are around:
(a) Supporting young people affected by mental health issues;
(b) Helping other organisations provide suicide prevention training;	
(c) Helping other organisations provide young people with mental health support and promote wellbeing
2.2 The trustees may award grants that further the Trust’s objects and are an appropriate use of the Trust’s funds

3. Who can apply for a grant
3.1 The Trust welcomes applications from a wide range of organisations, although the     trustees are particularly keen to support small or medium sized organisations 
3.2 Applications will not be considered from any organisation in which a trustee has an interest or beneficial interest


4. What we will fund

4.1 The trustees will usually make grants starting from £500 but each application will be judged on its merits 
4.2 All grants awarded must be used to cover costs of the project for which the grant has been made and must not be used to fund non-project specific costs including salaries, capital expenditure or other overheads.
4.3 Grants awarded may fund any proportion of the cost of an application, up to 100%

5. How to apply for a grant
5.1 All applications must be made in writing either on the Trust’s application form or in another format which covers all of the headings in the application form.
5.2 Grant applications will be considered by the trustees at their next meeting following closure of the application deadline.
5.3 The trustees will notify applicants of their decision in writing within 2 months of the application deadline.
5.4 If an applicant is awarded a grant the trustees will set out the key terms of the grant and any conditions attached to it in a grant letter which the applicant must sign to indicate their acceptance

6. How we assess applications

6.1 The trustees may undertake any due diligence checks on the applicant as they see fit. 
This may include:
(a) Examining the organisations governing documents.
(b) Scrutinising the applicants latest accounts.
(c) Identifying the applicant’s key personnel.
(d) Scrutinising the project’s aims and how it will meet the funding priorities of the Trust.
(e) Scrutinising the project budget and any further funding received or applied for.
(f) Understanding how the project will be monitored and reported.
(g) Visiting the organisation’s premises or the project site.
(h) Speaking with key personnel from the organisation.
(i) Meeting with key personnel from the organisation

7. Clawback and repayment

The trustees any require repayment of any part of the grant if:
(a) The project or purpose for which it was awarded does not proceed.
(b) Part of the grant remains unused when the activities that the grant was intended to fund have been completed.
(c) The grant is used for a purpose other than that which has been agreed

8. Monitoring
The trustees reserve the right to monitor the use of funds awarded on an ongoing basis.
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